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Reaching in to the back of the closet, hidden behind day to day items, my journal from a two summers
ago. With great fear and hesitation I stare at the torn cover, stare blankly waiting for something to happen.
I finally gather the courage to open it, sand falls from in between the stained papers. Stained with sweat
and blood, stained with many tears.

I quickly close it. Afraid of the beast that may come out. Afraid of what I might find inside of this
Pandora’s box. Afraid of what I have been hiding from for too long.

A day of remembrance... we remember all the fallen. But I honestly ask myself as I stare at the torn black
cover of my notebook, is there a day that I manage to forget? Is there a night that I go to sleep not afraid of
the dark? A night when I sleep sound without waking up with adrenaline pumping through my veins,
cold sweat on my brow, only to turn to my wife beside me and remember that it is all a dream?

I open the pages of my journal shaking slightly. In between the lines it all comes back to me. All the things
the words cannot say. The heat. The bullets. The stench of blood and sweat. Ears ringing from the cries of
boys for their mothers.

In between the lines, in between the fire and flames... in between high school and “real life”, on some
other planet it all takes place.

In between the front lines.

But through the words there is a tune of hope. In between the mortars and explosions, in between the cries
and orders there is a tune of infinity.

Reading the journal, my heart beats faster and faster. My eyes light up with strength, honor, courage,
privilege. From the grave a nation rises. From the ashes we come back to life. Soldiers who fight for the
innocent civilians when rockets are fired upon them.boys playing in tunnels that are maliciously dug
against their nation. Warriors who risk their lives to defeat evil. A nation that is to be a light to all.

Yom Hazikaron is not about remembering the pain and the loss. That cannot ever be forgotten. Yom
Hazikaron is about remembering that Am Yisrael Chai! That we are alive. We are strong, and we are
stronger when united. Stronger when together. Today we remember that we are one. We stand silent
paying respect to the fallen. Whether they were Sephardi Ashkenazi, from here or there, we are one. That
we are a great nation. Today is to remember that beyond all our differences we are one, and if we do not
remember this in time we will keep being reminded by pain and death. Remembrance day slides right in to
independence day. This is not a coincidence.

The way we are strong and independent, the way we come back to life from the death is only once we
remember that we are one. Only when we have a Yom Hazikaron then can we truly deserve and celebrate
Yom Haatzmaut.

Am Yisrael Chai!
Love Aryeh
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Shuki — from my P.O.V

I was lucky enough to have spent Shuki’s last days with him. It is luck I will forever be

grateful of.

I met Shuki for the first time at the combat engineering boot camp. We were both assigned
to the kitchen duty to do some ordinary, exhausting military kitchen chores. I really hated
it, and yet — it is such a strong memory in my mind. Even after 8 years of service and

thousands of kitchen duty, this was an unforgettable duty — thanks to Shuki.

I remember this super positive attitude person, with literally a constant smile on his face,
no cliché. He worked hard making sure we might as well enjoy these boring assignments
and make a laugh out of it. We were laughing and singing and doing our best to enjoy our
time together. He always seemed so mature to me. Much more than all of us other rookies.
Maybe because, he has had some military experience from the Air Force but also because

he simply had a mature and wise personality.

Shuki was the kind of guy you do not hesitate to ask help from. That is probably the
biggest compliment you can give a combat soldier. One that you feel comfortable and sure
enough that he will do everything he can to give you a hand, and won’t say no — that was

my Shuki.

We literally spend his last hours together, in the Yahalom Unit tests. God works in
mysterious ways and I was privileged to be Shuki’s buddy during the tests, the
“*GIBUSH’’. We put our beds close to each other the whole week, comforting one another
during these excruciating tests.

Shuki and his family have become part of my own identity. Losing a friend can affect you
that way. I found myself talking about Shuki in numerous occasions, bringing as a young

officer, his mother Leah to talk to my team and later on to my Company.
Shuki — I will forever carry you in my heart and soul.

Thank God for crossing our roads together.

Amit Kedem Werzman — Yahalom Foundation Managing Director, ex-Company

Commander in Yahalom, and Shuki’s friend.
580602712 1"y n"7n' 1A NNy
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In loving memory of Yehoshua

KEthoshua was a kind and sensitive person to whom
concern for others came before concern for himself. We
all feel saddened by the tragic loss of our beloved y

yehoshua-a loss for us, for Am Yisael, and for our world

that so needs his devotion and joie de vive.

(R. Daniel Sperber and family)
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My dear son

1 am a woman

1 am a widow

1 am a Mother, A Bereaved Mother.

My heart is broken with GRIEF

My heart is sadden with GRIEF

My heart is hurting, it is torn with GRIEF. but
My heart is also telling me to choose LIFE.

My heart is saying choose to LIVE, for the living.
My heart explains:

“The risk of LOVE is LOSS and the price of LOSS is GRIEF.
BUT the pain of GRIEF is only a shadow,

when compared with the pain of never risking LOVE
GRIEF never ends..but it is changes, it is a PASSAGE,
GRIEF is not a sign of WEAKNESS, nor a lack of FAITH...
It is the PRICE we pay for LOVE.

Where there is deep GRIEF, there was great LOVE.”
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